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President’s PreFlight by Paul Hohensee 
      

As we enter the month March, we have had our first taste of spring a few 
weeks ago, with record temperatures in the Milwaukee area.  While these record 
temperatures were accompanied with very high winds, I doubt much flying was done on 
those days.   
Daylight Savings Time comes early this spring, on the same day as our March meeting, 
so in just a few days, it may be light enough after work to sneak out to the field for a 
few flights.  Keep your fingers crossed! 

I received an interesting e-mail from one of our active members, one whom I 
have a very high level of respect.  He brought to my attention some things that were 
troubling him that he was reading one of the many “internet threads” that I think should 
be shared.  I am glad he shared this with me, as I do not spend much time reading the 
many threads out there, as I would not even know where to start, so again, I am glad he 
did. 

Without going into great detail, it appears he is seeing a trend on some of these 
threads that has to do with the widespread proliferation of ARF’s in our hobby.  While 
this has become a great debate over the years, that the skill of building is being 
diminished, that was not the target of this message!  What was the subject was that 
since “modelers” no longer have the time, skill emotion and effort invested into the 
aircraft that they fly, it somehow has a reduced value and has become expendable.  It 
appears that structural failure is not understood and in the event of a crash, spare parts 
and even complete replacements are readily available, so what is the “big- deal” about a 
crash?  What has happened is that many of these new “modelers” are not affiliated with 
a club; they are now flying at an organized facility (club field) and no nothing else! 

I personally feel the quality, affordability and availability of the ARF’s we 
have available to us have helped grow the hobby.  More people, including younger 
people, can now get into the hobby without spending a year to build their first model.  
Plus, most ARF’s are usually built better than many first and second aircraft projects, 
especially in remote areas.   That being said, I am concerned about the thought that an 
RC Airplane is expendable.  Not only is there a financial loss, and in the current 
economic climate, this has to be on everyone’s mind, there is a much larger concern.  
Every time one of these planes crashes, it is an airplane that is out of control.  Every 
time there is an airplane out of control, people and property are at risk!  

Our responsibility as pilots is to minimize risk, with every flight we take.  This 
is not occurring with the people that are writing these threads.  The AMA has taken a 
good first step with the creation of a new membership program to educate these many 
new modelers and we can help.   

Next time you are in the hobby shop and there is a stranger who is inquiring 
about or buying his first Park Flyer, introduce yourself, tell them about our club and 
invite them to come out and see what we are all about.  Give them the name of a club 
officer or even set-up a time to meet them at the field.  Let them see the fun and 
camaraderie during the warm summer evenings.  Maybe we will gain a new member 
and prevent a future issue for our sport! 

I am off to Dallas in two days, but the forecast down there is for 75 to 80 all 
week and there is a flying field across the street from our office, guess where I will be 
spending my evenings?  Keep the CA off your fingers and I look forward to�seeing you 
at the�meeting! 
 
Paul 
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Submissions 
to Flypaper 
are 
encouraged. 
Deadline 
is the 25th of 
the month. 
Contact the 
editor. 
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Member Notes: 
 
Renewals 
We are on final approach for our 2009 renewals. There is currently a $10 late fee through the March 
meeting. Members not renewing by the March meeting are dropped from the roster and must re-join the 
club as a new member. 
 
Looking for club documents? 
The club secretary has them available electronically. If you would like a copy send Tim Becker an email at 
tim_b2008@yahoo.com. The following documents are available: 
  
Bylaws                                       Start Up Cost Estimate                      Pilot-Instructor Checkride 
Field Rules                                 Training Program                              Sound Abatement 
Flying Electrons Application     Field Manager Duties                        New Member Orientation 
Ground School                           Criteria for Honorary Life Membership 
                       
Pilot Status 
Attention student pilots! Once you pass your pilot checkride make sure you give me a shout so I can send 
you a key and update the club records. You can keep and use your Student (yellow) card with the club 
instructor’s signature on the back or request a Pilot card with your key. 
  
 

2009 Flying Electrons Calendar of Events  
(Preliminary) 

April 5th, 2009-Monthly Meeting, (changed from April 12th, Easter) 
 
May 3rd, 2009- Monthly Meeting, (changed from May 10th, Mothers Day) 
 
May 17th, 2009- Club Only Fun Fly (Mike Dorna, Joe Burzinski) 
 
May 30th & 31st- Tamarack-Bud Weber Memorial Challenge (Joe Burzinski, C.D.) 
 
June 21st, 2009- Fathers Day Club Only Fun Fly ( tbd ) 
 
June 28th, 2009- Electric Fly-In (Henry Hoelzer C.D. and Paul Daniel)  
 
July 12th, 2009- Flying Electrons Scale Festival (Chris Milbauer C.D.) 
 
July 19th, 2009- Club Only Fun Fly ( tbd ) 
 
August 8th, 2009- Charity Fly-In (Bob Lirette C.D.) 
 
September 19th-2009- Swap Meet/Fun Fly (Todd Davis and Mike Bohlmann) 
September 20th-2009- (Rain Date-Swap Meet/Fun Fly) 
 
December 13th-2009- Christmas Party 
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Club Class – Maneuver Descriptions 
By Joe Burzinski 

Club Class maneuvers are scored the same way every other pattern maneuver is scored.  However, the judges 
know this is the first time many of you will be flying in a contest, so they won’t be holding your feet to the 
fire with the judging criteria.  The important thing is to have fun and let yourself be judged. Everyone starts 
pattern right where you are, and to have some of the best precision aerobatic pilots giving you feedback is 
priceless.    

Essentially, all maneuver scores start as a 10, with deductions applied in half-point increments. The main 
criteria used to judge the degree of perfection are (in order of importance): 

1. Precision of the maneuver. 
2. Smoothness and gracefulness of the maneuver. 
3. Positioning or display of the maneuver. 
4. Size or dimensions of the maneuver relative to the maneuvering area, distance from the judges, and 

other maneuvers in the flight. 

All of these must be met for a maneuver to be rated perfect.  Don’t worry, this isn’t the National 
Championships.  Just do your best. 

Takeoff 

Takeoff is scored as a ten or a zero.  This isn’t how the official rulebook describes it, but it’s how we do it at 
our contests.  Basically, if your plane gets in the air successfully, congratulate yourself. You just got your 
first “10”. 

FREE Turn Around   
Trim Pass   
FREE Turn Around   

Following takeoff you get a free turn-around, a trim pass, and another free turn-around before you start being 
scored.  The idea of the turn-around is to get yourself back on the same line you were flying just before the 
turn-around.  You can do any kind of maneuver for this, but the generally accepted method is to do a 
Procedure Turn.  Consider it free practice, since a Procedure Turn is one of your scored maneuvers later in 
the sequence.  Following your first free turn-around is your trim pass.  If you’ve done your trimming 
homework you shouldn’t require any adjustments, but this is when you’d make any last minute changes if 
needed. Lastly is another free turn-around.  The most important thing about this turn-around is that it sets the 
stage for your first scored maneuver. This might be a good time to get some free practice in on the Half-
Reverse Cuban Eight for later in the sequence.  Above all, you should use this time to catch your breath and 
settle any nerves that may have popped up.  Remember, you just got your first 10 moments ago, so you 
should be feeling pretty good about now.   

Straight Flight Out 

Your plane must be flown parallel to the flight line and flown in an absolutely straight and level path.  Watch 
out for changes in heading (correct with rudder) and elevation changes.  These will result in deductions. 
 

Cont’d on next page… 
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Procedure Turn 

After the straight flight, your plane must turn exactly 90 degrees to the left or right, whichever will take the 
plane away from the flight line, then exactly 270 degrees to the right (or left) and cross over the point where the 
first turn commenced.  This will put you back on the center line and ready for the next maneuver. Keep your 
turn smooth and circular and watch for changes in elevation to avoid deductions.  

Straight Flight Back 

Straight Flight Back is essentially the same as Straight Flight Out.  The important thing about it is that it be 
along the same line as the outgoing pass.  Again, watch for changes in heading or elevation.   

FREE Turn Around 

Congratulate yourself. You’ve just completed your first sequence segment and have some time to catch your 
breath, just don’t stop thinking.  Use this opportunity to prepare yourself for what’s next.  Remember the wind 
is hardly ever straight down the runway, so use whatever kind of turnaround is needed to get your plane back 
on centerline.    

One Inside Loop 

The Inside Loop is a center-maneuver, meaning it’s performed right in front of you and the judges. So, what 
could be easier than one of the first things you learned in your flight training? Pull back on the elevator and 
watch the plane go over the top, right?  That will get you through the maneuver, but it’ll cost you some 
precious points. The fact of the matter is that most loops you see are not round – they’re shaped more like an 
egg or a figure “9”. The key to getting maximum points on a loop is to keep the same radius throughout the 
entire loop,  You’ll need to ease off the elevator as you arc through the top of the loop.  This will flatten it out 
and get you well on your way to higher scores.  The loop shouldn’t be too tight either, but be mindful of your 
plane’s power.  Don’t make the loop so big that you run out of power as you near the top.  

Half-Reverse Cuban Eight 

The Half-Reverse Cuban Eight, one of my favorites, is a scored turn-around maneuver. After completing the 
previous Inside Loop and re-establishing a nice level path, pull back on the elevator until the plane reaches a 45 
degree climb. Hold that path for a moment and roll to inverted. Hold the inverted path for another moment and 
then pull back on the elevator to complete a 5/8 inside loop back to level flight in the opposite direction.  The 
length of your 45 degree climb before and after the roll should be exactly the same length. You’ll likely need to 
feed in some down elevator while inverted to hold a straight line.  

One  Horizontal Roll 

As with the Inside Loop, the Horizontal Roll is one of the first things you learn during your pilot training.  It is 
also a center-maneuver.  The center of the roll (when your plane is inverted) should be right in front of you and 
the judges.  Maintaining heading and elevation is key to scoring maximum points.  Having a well trimmed 
plane will reduce the number of adjustments needed throughout the maneuver. 

FREE Turn Around 

Ok, you just completed the second segment of your sequence.  Take a deep breath and do any turnaround 
maneuver that’ll get you back on centerline.  Just one more maneuver to go before landing. 
 

Cont’d on next page… 
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Cobra   

The Cobra is so-named because it’s shaped like the hood of a cobra.  It too, is a centered maneuver, meaning 
the middle of the maneuver is right in front of you and the judges.  Following your free turn-around, 
establish straight and level flight and pull the elevator back to a 45 degree climb.  Hold that line until the 
model is almost in front of you.  Then ease off the elevator and throttle, and start pushing in some down 
elevator.  Let the model ease over the top and continue to a 45 degree dive. Hold that line until the model is 
back to the same altitude that you started the maneuver and ease out of the dive.  

FREE Turn Around 

One more maneuver to go and you’re done.  Turn your plane around and get set up for your landing 
sequence. 

Landing Sequence 

As with the Takeoff sequence, the landing is scored as either a ten or a zero.  Get your plane safely on the 
ground and you’ll have another “10”. Your caller will let you know if you’re clear to land.  There’s no 
penalty if you have to go around again to avoid another plane that might be getting ready to takeoff or land.  
Be sure to call out your landing, just like you always do at the field.  

 

What just took several paragraphs to describe, actually happens relatively quickly. Therefore, we fly the 
Club Class sequence twice in succession.  So, instead of Landing, you simply start over with another Trim 
Pass and continue from there.  With Spring is just around the corner, we’ll be flying before you know it.  
Watch for some thoughts on practice techniques in next month’s newsletter.  Until then…. Fly All 10s.  
 

Time To Speak Up – It’s YOUR Club!! 
 
  
This club like many others has the 20/80 rule. About 20% of the membership is involved with club activities, 
the rest are not. Or, 20% of the club membership does 80% of the work. Whatever. But here’s one thing that 
must be kept in mind – THIS IS YOUR CLUB! The membership, the people.  
 
The officers and board of directors do not run this club, the membership does. It’s the board of directors job to 
run the business end of the club. That basically means day-to-day operations, or more specifically making 
sure the bills are paid and the trash is picked up, the grass is cut, and oh yeah, that we have a place to fly. The 
board does not do anything that isn’t up for discussion or debate at any regular meeting.  
 
I’ll be honest with you folks – I was shocked when our president presented the February meeting with an 
initial idea about how the board was thinking about handling the grass cutting and not one person objected, 
questioned or even laughed at the proposal. So shocked was I that I turned around to the rest of the board 
members at the table and they too, had a look of disbelief. Our reason for surprise was that the rumor mill was 
already generating manure about how any plan we came up with wasn’t going to work. What kind of an 
attitude is that? And then come to the meeting and not say one word?? People, the club is yours, SPEAK UP!! 
If you have concerns voice them to the membership and officers present at the official meetings. 
                     Cont’d on next page… 
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It’s okay to discuss with your buddies over coffee, but that isn’t going to get anything done or answer any 
questions. Are you familiar with the term “brainstorming”? Brainstorming is based on the principle that no idea 
is too bad or ridiculous not to be considered and verbalizing it may get someone else to come up with something 
a little better. Brainstorming has lost some of it’s effect in these politically correct times because no one wants 
to say anything to hurt someone else’s feelings. Why don’t you all try and say what’s on your mind, it’s your 
club and if we all respect each others ideas and thoughts, and listen, and think, I believe together we can come 
up with something that will work for everyone. Take part, it’s your club.  
 
See you at the meeting, 
 
Mike Dorna 
 

 
Jim Zak shows off his built-from-plans 
F4 Phantom. Jim says he plans on putting 
a .91 in the ducted fan unit of this model 
jet. Lookin’ good! 

 
Former President John Kreitzer holds up his “swap meet special” 
E-flite Ultimate Bi-plane. John equipped the bipe with goodies 
from Hobby King and says he’s got under $150 total investment 
– great deal!  

Tom Kunath had the attention of all 
members present at the February meeting 
with this explanation of how to check 
servos. Very interesting. 

Show and Tell 
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Marv Ingerson Jr. looks almost as cool as his 
Sky Master Jets F4 Phantom. The picture 
doesn’t do this plane justice, It’s big, bad and 
beautiful.  
 

 
Two former presidents, Tim Roliff and 
Paul Daniel show off their E-Flite Blade 
CMX’s. Little helicopter with big potential 
that can be flown in your living room. 
 

 
Santa brought Tim Roliff this Great Planes YAK 54 
foamie and he got it together and flies it at the Currie Park 
Golf Dome on Saturday nights. Tim says it flies great and 
Sponge Bob is a competent pilot. 
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Please patronize your local hobby shops! 
 

Auto Magic 
Automobile Repair Work 
5814 West Center Street 

(414)444-8878 
Adam Twerski 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
They are offering a 5% discount to 
all Electrons Club Members by 
showing their membership card 
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**** PLEASE NOTE THAT WE ARE AT OUR 

NEW LOCATION IN MENOMONEE FALLS ****  



Editor 
Amy Simon  
W212N16460 Glen Brooke Drive 
Jackson, WI  53037 
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Visit our website at: www.flyingelectrons.com 


